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It is hardly necessary7 to point out that I have given
a one-sided picture of the helpless state of India's women.
I am quite conscious of the fact that in the villages
generally they hold their own with their men folk and
in some respects even rule them. But to the impartial
outsider the legal and customary status of woman is bad
enough throughout and demands radical alteration.
Constructive Programme, pp.  17-18

Legislation has been mostly the handiwork of men;
and man has not always been fair and discriminating
in performing that self-appointed task. The largest part
of our effort., in promoting the regeneration of women,
should be directed towards removing those blemishes
which are represented in our Shastras as the necessary
and ingrained characteristics of women. Who will
attempt this and how ? In my humble opinion, in order
to make the attempt we will have to produce women,
pure, firm and self-controlled as Sita, Damayanti and
Draupadi. If we do produce them, such modern sisters
will have the same authority as the Shastras. We will
feel ashamed of the stray reflections on them in our
Smritis, and will soon forget them. Such revolutions
have occurred in Hinduism in the past, and will still take
place in the future, leading to the stability of our faith.
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 424

Woman is the companion of man, gifted with equal
mental capacities. She has the right to participate in
every minute detail in the activities of man and she has
an equal right of freedom and liberty with him. She is
entitled to a supreme place in her own sphere of activity
as man is in his. This ought to be the natural condition
of things and not as a result only of learning to read and
write. By sheer force of a vicious custom, even the most
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